  Highlands Horizon - Round Rock, Texas                 

Airplane Cave

Unlike most of the caves in this area, this cave was first located by a University of Texas caver in 1965.  Tom Warden reported the new cave in a 1965 Texas Speleological Survey report.  It is a small crawlway cave, ten foot deep and twenty foot long.  Since it is structurally connected to Eulogy Cave, it is considered to be a cave with the endangered species Texella  reyesi.

In the 1965 it was named Beck Trash Cave since it was used as a dump for ranch trash. In 1992, Mike Warton re-located it and removed some of the trash.  In doing so, Mike found treasure, a 1950's style tin model toy Airplane. Since the airplane was in good condition, a decision to rename the cave was made .


*
In the Austin area, caves are required to be preserved under three systems.  The City of Austin Watershed Ordinance, the U. S. Fish & Wildlife Endangered Species Act or through the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality. 

 Beck’s Beside the Road Cave

         Cavers probably discovered this cave during the mid 1960’s when a University of Texas caver named Wolfgang Lendhart and others visited the site.  The cave is approximately fifteen foot deep and fifty foot long.  It was set aside as a Point Recharge Feature. The rare cave related endangered species harvestman was not found in this cave.

It is developed amidst a collapsed layer of the Kirchberg member of the Edwards Limestone Formation.  The name refers to Eugene Beck, the owner of the Highway 620 funeral home and longtime Williamson County rancher. The cave below is William Russell one of the early University of

Texas cavers.
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*
There are over one hundred cave preserves in the Austin area.  Over three hundred caves have been set aside for long -term protection.  Organizations such as the Texas Cave Conservancy work toward public access where possible.  Toward that end, the TCC has built trails and helped install educational signs for public education.

                Crescent Cave

This cave was first entered in 1992 when Mike Warton dug it open. The small cave measures fifteen foot deep and thirty-five foot long.  The cave trends toward the northeast as a low crawlway into a collapse area. It is home to the Texella  reyesi also known as the Bone Cave Harvestman.  It got its name from the sink area was crescent shaped.  
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*  During a Karst Survey, when sinkholes are located, it is necessary to excavate them to 

determine the extent of the cave and if it has cave related endangered species.  If the endangered species are present, the cave should be gated and the area around the cave be 

set aside for long term protection.  This area is known as the Critical Habitat Area.

              Ensor Cave

Dan Love and Mike Warton dug into this cave in 1992. The cave was excavated open, and extends into three multi-leveled bedding plane rooms within the Kirschberg member of the Edwards Limestone Formation.

 With a dept of thirty foot and a length of one hundred and seventy five foot, this is one of the largest caves on this side of Highway 620.  It is home to the rare cave harvestman.  After finding an Ensor Projectile Point (artifact) in the entrance fill Mike Warton named the cave.
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*
Texas Indians have long used caves as shelter.  As a result, the caves represent a valuable tool for the study of how the Texas Indians lived.  Scientist study the artifacts in order to gain a better picture of the daily lives of Texas Indians.

Eulogy Cave
 In 1992, Mike Warton & Associates excavated open a sinkhole and found this small cave.  It is ten foot deep and approximately thirty-five foot long.  It is a home for the Texella  reyesi /Bone Cave harvestman. .  The cave is structurally connected to Airplane Cave on the same level. The cave exhibits considerable collapsed layer of rock into areas that were previously well decorated by cave formations.  It was like a testament of the past beauty of the formations. The formations in this cave were destroyed by nature.

  On November 21, 2006 the Cavern’s of Sonora Butterfly was broken and stolen. The owner, Gerry Ingham said, "It took hundreds of thousands of years for this formation to develop." "We successfully protected it for almost 47 years, but now it has been stolen and all the members of future generations have been cheated of the opportunity to see this national treasure."
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* As a response to this vandalism, the State of Texas passed the strongest cave protection law in the country effective September 1, 2007. Under 
the measures, convicted cave vandals will now deal with a state-jail felony that could carry with it the potential for 180 days to two years in state jail and an optional fine of up to $10,000.
 Joker Cave

Joker cave was discovered in 1966 by Mike Warton.  Twenty-six years later he returned to the property to conduct a karst survey.  Joker Cave is only fifteen feet deep and is forty foot long.  The cave got the name from the passage starting off as nice semi-walking passage .  With high hopes for a large cave, Mike followed the passage and turned a corner to the right where it came to a very abrupt end.  
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*
The cave gates are built to allow the free flow of air into the cave.  In addition, Warton seeks to make them blend into the natural setting.  The small entry holes are called “ Mammal Holes”.  This is to allow small animals such as Raccoons entry.  The Raccoon is important to the Food Chain of the cave.
             Kingsley Recharge Sink

   Kingsley Recharge Sink was discovered in 1993 by Mike Warton during a Karst survey of the property.  The sinkhole was nine foot long and seven foot deep.  It was not a endangered species feature, however it is a Point Recharge Feature within the protective buffer area for Eulogy Cave and Airplane Cave. The cave is named for the  Biologist Dr. Kingsley. In addition to the endangered species, the caves are home to a number of other species.  This white millipede below will never leave the cave.  
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*   After opening a new cave, it is necessary to explore it and survey it.  This provides a way of understanding the extent of the cave.  In addition, it is part of the Karst Survey to observe and identify the cave species with in the cave. If possible endangered species are observed they are to be collected and identification made.

            Leachate Cave

Lee J. Grave working with Mike Warton discovered Lechate Cave when he dug it open in 1992.  It is a home to the Texella  reyesi/ Bone Cave Harvestman.  The cave is named for a layer of pulverite found within the cave.  This mineral leached limestone is sometimes referred to as lechate.  The cave is only eleven foot deep and twenty-five foot long. Near the end, the ceiling extends as a low crawlway before becoming too low to follow. The photo shows Lee J. Graves, on the left, and Mike Warton on their way to a cave.
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* In Texas, caves can be found almost anywhere limestone is present.  Limestone is a sedimentary rock composed mainly of calcium carbonate.  The cave being visited in this photo is located near the cabbage patch in the background. 

            Scoot over Cave

Doug Allen and Charlie Savvas excavated the cave open in 1992 while working with Mike Warton & Associates.  This Texella  reyesi / Bone Cave Harvestman cave is only ten foot deep and twenty foot long. The cave consists of a low bedding plane room containing a massive infilling of soil sediments & rocks.

The cave extends as a very low passage into a very low room. During exploration, the passage was so confined that an argument occurred when one person yelled at the other to “Scoot Over”.  Someone outside of the cave over heard this and it had a name. Charlie Savvas is the caver below.
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*
None of the caves in this preserve are known as “bat caves’.  Many

of the had no natural entrance and had to be excavated.  Without an entrance to the cave, the bats choose to settle in other caves with larger entrances.  From time to time, a few bats may move into some of the caves now that they have entrances with gates.

               Serta Cave

Serta Cave was discovered in 1992 by Doug Allen while he was conducting a Karst Survey.  The cave is approximately ten foot deep and twenty-five foot long.  It is a home for the Texella  reyesi -Bone Cave harvestman.  Doug had been working hard on his cave dig then he dug into  the cave. Once he broke through and saw it was a low confined room, he stopped to rest. Completely exhausted, he fell asleep, quite comfortable on the soft clay floor. He was found sleeping on the job after he had found his perfect Serta Sleeper Mattress in the cave!

\
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*  During a Karst Survey, when sinkholes are located, it is necessary to excavate them to 

determine the extent of the cave and if it has cave related endangered species.  If the endangered species are present, the cave should be gated and the area around the cave be 

set aside for long term protection.  This area is known as the Critical Habitat Area.

        Trouser Press Cave 

Mike Warton & Associates crew member, Doug Allen was the only caver small enough to enter the extremely tight constricted entrance shaft. He told the other cavers that after the beating to his legs, he felt like he'd been through a Trouser Press! Jack Brown Cleaners moved in across Highway 620 a few years later. 

 The cave is a classic bedding plane chamber entered through a vertical rock joint entrance. The cave is approximately twelve feet deep and twenty foot long.  It is a Non Habitat cave, but since it is a Point Recharge Feature, it was set aside for protection. Doug Allen celebrating getting out of Trouser Press Cave.
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*   Prior to development, Karst Surveys are often required to determine what should be done concerning the protection of the caves and the cave life.  Karst is the term used for caves, sinkholes, fissures and the exposed limestone that covers much of the central Texas area.

      Underdeveloped Cave

Underdeveloped Cave, like most in the area was found by members of Mike Wartons‘s  karst survey crew in 1992.  It is a home for the Texella  reyesi, the Bone Cave Harvestman.  The cave is only three foot deep and it is extremely short. The feature was only partially excavated before finding species. The dig was then abandoned for fear of potential impact to habitat area inside. It was considered highly unusual to find species this shallow, and within arms reach from the entrance! The photo shows Mike Warton welding the sign onto one of his cave gates.
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*
Caver, Mike Warton has installed over five hundred cave gates to assist in the protection of the public, the cave life and the caves.  Many of these caves would create problems for the unprepared visitor.  Cave related hazards include, loose rocks, drops, flooding, tight passages and often, high levels of CO2.

Undertaker Cave

Members of Mike Warton’s, karst crew excavated this cave in 1992.  
The cave is approximately fifteen feet deep and extends to a length of sixty feet.  In 1992, the newly built Beck Funeral Home on Highway 620 was the only structure that could be seen from the entrance of the cave.  Undertaker Cave is a nice size single bedding plain chamber with random cave formations. Piers Hendrie took this extreme close up photo of the Texella  reyesi- Bone Cave Harvestman.
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*   The Texella reyesi /Bone Cave Harvestman is found 

in fewer than seventy-five caves in the world. All of these 

caves are located in Travis and Williamson Counties. 
          Wildcard  Cave

Mike Warton excavated the cave in 1992 and found it to be a small cave approximately fifteen feet deep and thirty foot long.  Wildcard Cave is a home for the Texcella reyesi, the Bone Cave Harvestman.  The cave shares the same large surface sink as Joker Cave, and is structurally connected as well. Prior to excavation, its prospect to yield a separate cave was considered something of a Wild Card.
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*
Williamson County is the Texas Cave Capital with over 750 known caves. There are a number of cave preserves such as this one where you may learn about the Williamson County caves and the cave life within.  Check out the Texas Cave Conservancy website:  www.texascaves.org.

