Conserve-A-Nation Program

CAVE EXPOSURES – Supplemental Application

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


1) How many caves on property?  Dies Ranch Treasure Cave, one cave on one lot.

2) Is the cave(s) man-made or natural?  Natural

3) What type of cave(s)?  Limestone

4) What is the size of cave, in sq ft., incl. width/height of cave opening?  The cave is approximately 1000 sq. ft.  The cave opening are two 3 foot X 3 foot heavy steel locked gate.

5) How many openings/forms of egress?  Two heavy (60-75 pound) locked gate doors.

6) Is there safety signage around/in cave?  Please describe.  Cave name sign, TCC sign, no trespassing sign.

7) Is there lighting in cave(s)?  If so, what type?  Please describe.  None.

8) Is access to the cave(s) controlled?  Controlled by iron fence around property, two heavy (60-75  pound locked gates).  

9) Are there gates/fencing?  Yes, see above.

10) Is the cave(s) open all the time or certain hours of operation?  Only when TCC Associates are on site.  Two- three times per month.

11) How many visitors in total, both scheduled/tours and “all other”, monthly/annually?  Currently ten-fifteen per month.

12) Are tours offered?  Informal.  When the underground observation deck is complete, the visitors will be on a more formal basis.

13) Are there trained guides?  Yes, the TCC Associates.

14) How many tours are offered per day/week/month?  Irregular basis.  Currently only TCC Associates visit the cave interior.  When the steel stairway and deck is installed, we will continue to have limited visitation by non-TCC Associates. 

15)  Does the insured charge a fee for tours of the cave?  If yes, how much?  No charge for access to any TCC caves.  The Texas Sportsman law grants a higher degree of protection to landowners that allow access to their land for “caving” if the land  owner does not charge.

16) Do tour participants sign a waiver?  If so, please send a copy of that waiver.  A general waiver is signed, however if we offer a formal tour in the future, we will develop a more site specific waiver.

17) How many people max could be in the cave at one time, for example on one tour?  Five

18) When cave is not being toured (officially), is it monitored by guides or insured staff/volunteers?  If yes, how frequently?  TCC Associates inspect the site three to five times per month.  
19) Is the cave(s) ever evaluated by a geologist?  If yes, how often?  Provide copy of any written evaluations.  Yes, the cave has been evaluated by Mike Warton.

20) Do you have a disaster plan and/or evacuation strategy documented?  Provide copy.   None at this time.

21) How are falling rocks managed/prevented/controlled?  Please describe.  When the cave grate and doors were installed to restrict access, the man installing the grate cleared any possible falling rocks.  Since the grate covers the entire area, there are no rocks that could fall.  Mike Warton and Associates has installed over 175 cave gates with no insurance claims concerning his cave gates.  

22) Is vertical caving allowed?  If yes, by whom?  Are waivers signed?   Yes, the second door opens to a twenty- foot drop.  The cave is used by TCC Associates and the City of Cedar Park Fire Department for training. The standard release form is used.

23) Have there ever been any cave-related injuries on your property (even if not submitted as insurance claims)?  Please describe. None since the organization was started in 1994.

24) If pictures of cave(s) are available, please send.

25)   Like Avery Ranch Cave, Dies Ranch Treasure Cave is one of the best- protected caves in the state of Texas.  The property is surrounded by a six- foot high iron fence.  Since it is in the Avery Ranch sub-division, there are neighbors on three sides to watch for problems.  One house window is 20 foot from the cave.  Neither of the two caves owned by the Texas Cave Conservancy would be considered “wild caves” due to the gates, stairs and the observation decks.  All of the above were installed as a reasonable response to protect both the caves and those people living in the area.

