The State of Texas has a Sportsman’s law that assists in cave access.  Rather than quote the entire law, we only include the part as related to cave visitation.  Most landowners and most Texas attorneys are not aware of the law.



Cave Exploration -Release and Waiver


In consideration of the granting permission to those listed below to enter upon the premises known as _______________________located in_________________, Texas, for the purpose of exploring underground holes, caves, crevices, passageways, etc., the undersigned acknowledges that such exploration may be inherently dangerous and assumes all risks, known and unknown, which may

Arise from such exploration and hereby waives all claims or liabilities which I or my heirs may have for any and all loses and damage which may occur to their person or property while engages in such exploration, and further do hereby release and hold harmless the owner and/or the Texas Cave Conservancy, its directors, officers, associates, and employees from such claims or liabilities.
NOW, therefore, in consideration of the premises, the undersigned recognize that under The Texas Sportsman’s state law, Chapter 75 of the Civil Practice and Remedied Code (Acts 1989, 71st Legislative session, effective 1, September, 1989, the landowner does not: 

(1) Assume that the premises are safe for “cave exploration;”

(2) Owe to the person to whom permission is granted a greater degree of care than is owed to a trespasser on the premises; or

(3) Assume responsibility or incur liability for any injury to any individual or property causes by any act of the person to whom permission is granted” and

(4) “charge for entry to the premises.”

I have read this release and understand all of its terms.  I execute it voluntarily and with full knowledge of its significance.  Both of the parents or legal guardians must sign it if the applicant is a minor.  Further, I hereby certify that I am a witness that the signatories below have read and understand this document.

DATE  __________________________

PRINTED NAME




SIGNATURE

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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