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In Cedar Park, it isn’t entirely about what’s going on above ground. The Texas cave capital of the world will welcome a brand-new, 110-acre preserve early this summer. The Discovery Well Cave Preserve is located at the corner of Anderson Mill Road and Lime Creek Road.

“There are approximately 800 known caves in Williamson County, and this is about the only place where you can really come and go hiking and read about the caves and where we have activities available,” said Texas Cave Conservatory member Mike Walsh. “It’s very rare to have parks that are open like this.”

Discovery Well is host to 10 separate caves and is one of the last known homes of the Tooth Cave Ground Beetle. The beetle is found only in Cedar Park and is the reason the Texas Department of Transportation purchased the land. Two years ago the construction of Toll 183A forced TxDOT to destroy several caves near the US 183 and Toll 45 intersection. To proceed, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service stipulated that TxDOT purchase at least 100 acres of beetle habitat to create a preserve.

“They had to have that or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife wouldn’t have given them permission to do what they had to do,” Walsh said. “That was the last piece of property of that size in Cedar Park that has the same species.”

TxDOT purchased the land for nearly $10 million, a price that was driven up from $4 million due to the presence of the beetle, Walsh said. TxDOT still owns the land, but has a 50-year management agreement with the City of Cedar Park. 

The preserve will have a soft opening April 12 for Cave Day and will then remain open on a limited basis. Citizens are encouraged to contact the City of Cedar Park Parks and Recreation Department before venturing into the preserve.

“We got it in the hands of the City of Cedar Park knowing that they would do everything they could to get reasonable public access as soon as possible,” Walsh said.
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