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SECTION 6 - ENDANGERED SPECIES

6.1.0  GENERAL

The information in this section is intended to define the technical criteria needed to achieve the Endangered Species protection goals identified in Chapter 25-8, Subchapter B, Article 2 of the Land Development Code. These rules apply to all land located within the City limits and to the City's extraterritorial jurisdiction areas.

A list of special submittal requirements necessary to show compliance with the provisions of the Land Development Code and these rules is found in the Administrative Criteria Manual of this technical manual series, as well as in section 6.2.2 of this manual. The site plan approval process is outlined in Chapter 25-5 of the Land Development Code. Inspection and enforcement information is also outlined in Chapter 25-1.

6.2.0  ENDANGERED SPECIES SURVEYS

6.2.1  Initial Consultation/Project Assessment

All projects subject to Chapter 25-8, Subchapter B, Article 2 must verify the need, or lack thereof, for an endangered species survey. This would be done through informal consultation with the Watershed Protection and Development Review Department (WPDR) before submittal. The need for a detailed survey shall be determined by consulting maps maintained by the WPDR which show the general regions containing endangered species habitat and/or suitable karst regions. 
1.     If a formal project assessment is requested by the applicant as per Sec. 25-1-62, the consultation with WPDR would be combined with that process.
2.     An applicant need not conduct new endangered species surveys of a tract if:
•     The tract has been surveyed (by the applicant or other party such as the biological team for the Austin Regional Habitat Conservation Plan) within the five years prior to the development application, and
•     At a minimum the previous effort(s) met the general requirements described below for each type of endangered species, and
•     Conditions on the tract have not changed to the extent that the previous information is rendered outdated.
•     For projects which are determined to not harbor suitable substrates or habitat for endangered species, a note to that effect shall be included on the plan.
•     For projects for which it is determined during the consultation process or project assessment that endangered species may exist on the tract, the following requirements for further surveys and submittals shall be met.
6.2.2  Special Submittal and Survey Requirements

•     Preliminary plan or site plan shall include a map of:
1.     Suitable habitat for any endangered birds,
2.     Occupied territories of endangered birds (but see Sec. III.A.4),
3.     Karst features which may harbor endangered [image: image1.png]
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 invertebrates,
4.     Locations of any endangered plant populations.
•     Survey requirements for each type of endangered species are specified below. Minimum field time requirements for each group of species (birds, plants, karst features) are exclusive for that group.
•     An Endangered Species Report shall accompany the plan and shall include:
1.     Dates of endangered species field surveys, if any, and estimated level of effort.
2.     Names and qualifications of personnel performing field surveys for endangered species.
3.     A brief written description of results including the estimated likelihood of occurrence of endangered species on the tract, especially for birds, if performed outside of the nesting season (see below).
6.2.3  Bird Surveys

A.     General Requirements.
1.     Mapping of suitable habitat and surveys for occupied territories of birds shall be accomplished by a qualified biologist familiar with the ecology of the species. Mapping of suitable habitat may be accomplished at any season.
2.     Be advised that surveys for endangered species may require a valid federal and/or state research permit and must comply with all conditions attached thereto.
3.     Ground surveys to map occupied habitat shall meet the following criteria:
•     Accomplished on days with weather conditions suitable for detection of the species.
•     Limited to the following seasons:
•     Black-capped Vireo -- April 15 to July 15.
•     Golden-cheeked Warbler -- April 1 to June 15.
•     Minimum 3 visits on separate days.
•     Minimum 8 hours per 100 acres of suitable habitat.
•     Mapping shall follow standard methods established by the International Bird Census Committee (Audubon Field Notes, Vol. 24, pp. 722-726, 1970)
4.     Outside of the seasons described in 3.b. above, in lieu of territorial mapping of occupied habitat, all suitable habitat may be considered occupied. if so delineated, this assumption shall be clearly marked on the plan. ((NOTE: surveys of occupied habitat are required unless project scheduling constraints preclude such surveys. In the latter event, an explanation of circumstances precluding the surveys for occupied habitat shall be submitted with the plan.))
5.     All known previous surveys or information regarding the presence of vireos or warblers on the subject tract shall be included in the submittal.
B.     Black-capped Vireo. 
     Mapping of suitable habitat for the vireo shall include ground surveys. Maps of suitable habitat from aerial photography or other remote sensing alone are not sufficient.

C.     Golden-cheeked Warbler.  
     Suitable habitat for the Golden-cheeked Warbler may be mapped from recent aerial photography, ground surveys, and/or other available sources.
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 Invertebrates

•     Any plan submittal which is wholly or partially within the recharge zones for the Northern Edwards Aquifer or the Barton Springs segment of the Edwards Aquifer as mapped by the City of Austin shall include a survey and map of karst features. If an environmental assessment is required as per Sec. 25-8-121, the surveys accomplished for the present section shall be included with the hydrogeological element therein.
•     A ground survey for karst features capable of supporting one or more of the federally-listed endangered [image: image5.png]
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 species shall be made by a qualified geologist, hydrogeologist, or [image: image7.png]
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 biologist. A minimum effort of 8 hours of ground searches per 100 acres of suitable Edwards limestone terrain specifically focused on finding karst features is required.
•     A description relating any karst features on the tract to the known distribution of endangered [image: image9.png]
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 invertebrates, including an estimate of the likelihood of their occurrence on the tract, shall be included with the submittal.
•     Biological surveys of suitable karst features and/or specific surveys for the presence of endangered [image: image11.png]
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 species are NOT required but shall be submitted if available. Any such surveys shall be accomplished ONLY by a qualified [image: image13.png]
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 biologist under valid federal and state research permits.
6.2.5  Plant Species

•     The plant species currently covered by the Austin Regional Habitat Conservation Plan include:
     Bracted twistflower

     Canyon mock-orange

     Texas amorpha

     Streptanthus bracteatus

     Philadelphus ernestii

     Amorpha roemeriana

     Annual forb

     Perennial shrub

     Perennial shrub

•     A survey of appropriate habitat shall be made by a qualified biologist familiar with the identification and ecology of these plants. Ground surveys shall include a minimum of 8 hours per 100 acres of suitable substrates or habitat for any of the plants.
•     Plant surveys for the perennial shrubs may be accomplished at any season.
•     Surveys for the bracted twistflower must be accomplished during its limited flowering period from April 1 through May 31. It is preferred that the results of such surveys be submitted as early in the development review process as possible. In all cases, survey information concerning bracted twistflower should be submitted no later than final plat approval for residential tracts or construction plan approval for non-residential tracts.
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