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Ricky and Rebecca are beetles who live in some of the caves around here.  They don't live anyplace else in the world so they are very special.  They never come out into the sun. They spend their whole lives underground in the dark.  They eat cricket eggs for food and drink the cave water.  It's very important to them to have clean water and enough to eat.
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The cave beetles have been here for thousands of years.  Lately, some stinging fireants have moved into the area.  We think they came on a boat from South America.  When the fireants kill the crickets, Ricky and Rebecca can't find enough cricket eggs to eat.  When people make the water dirty with bug poisons, they can't find clean water.  Without food and water, Ricky and Rebecca will get sick and die, the same as people would, if we couldn't get good food and clean water.

Scientists like to watch Ricky and Rebecca because if these little cave beetles are having trouble, the people in the area might have trouble also.  That's why this land was made into a park.  You get to play in this pretty area with trails and natural plants.  You can learn how to protect this land and the cave beetles by keeping bug poisons out of the areas.
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