TCC Fire Ant Control                        

The Texas Cave Conservancy cave related endangered species fire ant treatment program meets or exceeds the U.S. Fish & Wildlife requirements.  While they currently recommend treatment two times a year, the Texas Cave Conservancy treats the sites on a year round basis whenever possible.  Since the goal is to reduce the fire ant impact upon the cave related endangered species, we monitor the cave for fire ant infestation.  If fire ants are found in the cave, we intensify the fire ants efforts.


The best time to locate the fire ant mounds is two to three days following a significant rain.  Care must be taken not to misidentify other ants as fire ants.  Occasionally non-fire ant species will create above ground mounds.  One way to identify fire ants is to strike the ground several times.  Fire ants will rapidly swarm out of the mound.


To locate the fire ant mounds on the surface, we walk the survey area on lines ten to fifteen feet apart. In general, the mounds will be found in the areas that receive significant sunlight.   When fire ant mounds are located, we place a flag on the side of the mound.  The placement of the flag in the mound may create a situation where the queen is moved.  The destruction of the queen is the key to the destruction of the mound.  


The Texas Cave Conservancy has a propane burner mounted in the bed of our Polaris Ranger ATV.  A small boiler is mounted on the burner and the water is heated.  Using the water pressure generated, steam and boiling water is conveyed through steam cleaner hose.  The water is applied to the mounds within ten meters of the ATV and then the ATV is moved to the next site.  Liquid dishwashing detergent is added to water prior to the heating.


We return approximately a week later and check the site for active treated mounds and for new mounds.  The flag is then replaced with a different color flag on the active mounds.  The active mounds are then treated using boiling water.  Generally, there is an 85-90% success rate on the initial treatment.  Since the second treatment is more intense, the remainder of the mounds is destroyed with this treatment.  The flags are left in place until the next treatment to determine if the fire ants return.  Since the acquisition of the Polaris Ranger ATV, we treat all of the mounds with steam and boiling water.  We use Amdro only under special situations where the water treatment fails.  
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